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Press release  
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From 3 September 2017 to 7 January 2018, MASI will host a major monographic 
exhibition dedicated to Wolfgang Laib, a German artist whose work in the contemporary 
artistic scene stands out for its essentialness, clarity, and depth of thought. The 
exhibition project, planned in close collaboration with the artist himself, comprises 50 
works, including sculptures, photographs, drawings, and installations that explore all the 
areas of his creative universe.  

The drawings and the photographs that open the show immediately outline Laib’s unique artistic 
language, capable of merging, with harmony and simplicity, a deep knowledge of culture and 
Eastern religions, and an equally close reflection on the roots of Western cultural heritage.  
The photographs Laib has taken during his trips to Europe and Asia comprise a repertoire of 
forms that draw new life in his essential pastel drawings. In turn, the motifs that fill his works on 
paper are echoed and magnified in the sculptures and installations on display, according to a 
principle of circularity and repetition that is characteristic of this artist’s work. 

In the ample exhibition space on level -2, works representing Laib’s entire artistic trajectory 
converse without barriers in the exhibition space: from his essential Milkstone, which perfectly 
and in a balanced manner combines the hardness of marble and the fluidity of milk, present since 
the artist’s early shows, to his more recent wooden structures covered with reflecting Burmese 
lacquer (Untitled, 2003); from the famous sequence of the Rice Meals (1983) to the imposing  
ziggurat (Es gibt keinen Anfang und kein Ende, 1999) made of wood and beeswax that impresses 
the viewer for its sheer size and intense fragrance. At the heart of the exhibition is the large and 
luminous field of pine pollen, a presence as ephemeral as it is grandiose, which inevitably invites 
us to contemplate the cycles of nature and life. 

Laib’s attitude in dealing with the organic and inorganic materials that make his works 
unmistakable is significant: he sculpts marble, shapes beeswax, and arranges pollen in orderly 
compositions without presuming to attach new value to the materials. Rather, he seeks to act as 
a go-between who, through his work, makes visible the intrinsic beauty of every material. 
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About the Artist 
Wolfgang Laib was born in Metzingen in 1950. The cultured, open-minded family environment he 
grew up in allowed him to approach art from the days of his childhood. In the 1960s, the family 
began taking many trips to Europe and Asia: Laib visited museums, monuments, archaeological 
and pilgrimage sites, coming into contact with cultures and lifestyles that were diametrically 
opposed to Western ones. This experience was characterized by his growing frustration with a 
field that was solely interested in the material side of existence. From 1970 onwards, the Laib 
family began spending their summers in southern India, where the head of the family founded a 
project to sustain development. Wolfgang Laib was greatly influenced by his contact with the life 
of the small Indian villages. In 1972, the artist made his first sculpture, a Brahmanda (in Sanskrit 
“cosmic egg”), and from that moment on he devoted himself entirely to artistic creation, choosing 
to work with natural materials and archetypal forms. Over the course of his career, Laib has 
exhibited his work in major European and American museums, and has participated in many 
editions of Documenta and the Venice Biennale. In 2015, he received the Imperial Award for 
sculpture. Laib currently lives and works in a small village in southern Germany, and for a few 
months every year in a house-cum-studio in southern India. 

Catalogue 
The bilingual (Italian / English) catalogue, Edizioni Casagrande, contains texts by Marco Franciolli, 
Simone Menegoi, and Guido Comis. The wealth of illustrations, in addition to the reproduction of 
the artist’s drawings and photographs on display, includes images of the installation of the 
Lugano exhibition, and a series of pictures realised in the artist’s studio. 

Cultural mediation  
In addition to the free guided tours that take place routinely on Sundays at 3 p.m., numerous 
cultural activities have been organized for the duration of the exhibition aimed at enhancing the 
public’s enjoyment and turning the visit into an even richer emotional experience. The calendar of 
events can be viewed at www.edu.luganolac.ch. 

Exhibition programme  
In addition to the work of Wolfgang Laib, from 24 September 2017 to 21 January 2018, MASI 
presents Sulle vie dell’Illuminazione. The myth of India in Western Culture 1808-2017, a great 
exhibition devoted to India and its influence on Western culture and art in its various forms. The 
exhibition is part of the project Focus India, which is specifically designed to embrace art, music, 
dance and cinema interdisciplinarily, further to the many facets of Indian culture (LAC Lugano, 
from September 24, 2017 to January 21, 2018). From November 26, 2017 to January 14, 2018, 
room for young Swiss art with the exhibition linked to the prestigious Kiefer Hablitzel Prize, 
awarded annually by the homonymous cultural foundation to ten young Swiss artists aged less 
than thirty years. 
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MASI Lugano 

The Museo d’arte della Svizzera italiana, Lugano represents the arrival point for a deep-seated 
revision of the cultural policies that led to the merging of the Museo Cantonale d’Arte and the 
Museo d’Arte di Lugano in one single institution. The museum has two locations: LAC offers 
events and exhibitions aimed at delving deeper into twentieth-century and contemporary art and 
its collections, while at Palazzo Reali the focus is on the history of the art of this territory, and the 
valorization of specific groups of works in the collections. MASI Lugano’s main partner is Credit 
Suisse, thus confirming the institution’s historical commitment to art in Lugano.  

Future Exhibitions 
Sulle vie dell’illuminazione 
The Myth of the India in Western Culture 1808–2017 
LAC, 24.09.2017 - 20.01.2018 

Under 30 
Kiefer Hablitzel Preis 
Ex Macello pubblico, 26.11.2017 - 14.01.2018 

Pablo Picasso 
Un altro sguardo 
LAC, 18.03 - 17.06.2018 

Balthasar Burkhard 
LAC, 10.06 - 30.09.2018 
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Information 

Location 
LAC Lugano Arte e Cultura 
Piazza Bernardino Luini 6, 6901 Lugano  
+41 (0)58 866 4230  
info@masilugano.ch 
www.masilugano.ch 

Opening hours 
Tuesday - Sunday: 10:00 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
Thursday until 8 p.m. 
Closed Mondays  

Admission 
Temporary exhibitions 
Full: chf 15.- 
Reduced admission: chf 10.- (AVS/AI discount, over 65, groups, student aged 17-25) 
Free for children under 16, and the first Sunday of the month  

On Thursday 14 and Friday 15 September the admission of the exhibition will be offered by the 
Sintetica SA 

Educational activities 
+41 (0)58 866 4230 
lac.edu@lugano.ch 

Main Partner MASI Lugano 

 

Press contacts  

LAC Lugano Arte e Cultura 
Ufficio comunicazione 
+41 (0)58 866 4214 
lac.comunicazione@lugano.ch 

For German and French-speaking part of Switzerland 
Burson Marsteller  
Timothée Beckert 
+41 (0)44 455 84 07 
timothee.beckert@bm.com 

Philippe Christen 
+41 (0)22 593 69 24 
philippe.christen@bm.com 

Press kit and images: the digital documents and images for press use can be downloaded from 
the following address www.masilugano.ch/press 
 


