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Press release 

Lugano, Wednesday 25 May 2016 

From the 29 May to 15 August 2016 the Museo d'arte della Svizzera italiana is presenting 
"And Now the Good News". The exhibition comprises more than three hundred works from 
the Annette and Peter Nobel Collection which investigates the uses of the newspaper as 
both artistic means and support during the XX and XXI centuries. An action by the Swiss 
artist, Roman Signer, will open the exhibition on Saturday 28 May. 

The presentation of a selection of works from the Annette and Peter Nobel Collection, the common 
denominator of which is the newspaper, for the Museo d'arte della Svizzera italiana (MASI) 
represents an opportunity for investigating the relationship between art and life, between high and 
popular culture. These last two themes are ineluctable for a museum dedicated to modern and 
contemporary art. Starting out from the second half of the Nineteenth Century the articles and  
images published in the press beat out the rhythm of our day-to-day lives, defining our relationship 
with the passing of time and with the world's events. In the increasingly more inextricable tie 
between art and life which the artistic movements of the beginning of the Nineteenth Century 
inaugurated, it is consequently not by mere chance that the newspaper became one of the favoured 
subjects by way of which artists questioned - and continue to question - reality. 

The exhibition 

The exhibition titled "And Now the Good News" supervised by Elio Schenini, curator of MASI, and by 
Christoph Doswald, curator of the Annette and Peter Nobel Collection, is presenting a varied 
selection of more than three hundred paintings, drawings, photographs and collages from the 
Annette and Peter Nobel Collection. 
The exhibition is housed on two floors of the Museum and is subdivided into eleven sections that 
follow a chronological order from the start of the Twentieth Century up until today. The exhibition 
installation is characterised by three extensive historical periods: the first half of the Twentieth 
Century; the decades from the 1950s to the 1980s; and from 1980 up to today. These periods are 
in their turn introduced by photographic sections that document the presence and the diffusion of 
the press in daily life, evidencing the fundamental role played by photography in the history of the 
relationships between art and the mass media. 
Thanks to the scope and variety of the material and to the diverse approaches forming the Nobel 
Collection, it has been possible to structure an exhibition itinerary that follows a two-fold movement. 
On the one hand we have a historical recapitulation starting out from the first collages created in the 
fields of Cubism, Dadaism, Constructivism and Surrealism until arriving at the experiences of the 
neo-avant-gardes of the 1960s and the 1970s. On the other hand we have a selection of present-
day works starting out from some specific themes on which the interest of the artists for the world of 
the media has been concentrated. 
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The five sections treating our most up-to-date art are further demonstrations of how the 
“confrontation” with the media is for the artists the starting point for investigating the reality in which 
we live, extending the discussion to a social and political sphere. In a reality which is by now totally 
filtered by the “eye” of the media, art has in fact become the place where the enormous and endless 
flow of images and information that envelops us is questioned, criticised, analysed, subverted and 
transposed onto a poetic plane: the place of an active reception and not of passive consumption as 
is also testified to by the section in which we see the presentation of some examples of artistic 
interventions carried out directly on the pages of newspapers. 
The exhibition closes with a section dedicated to time. In fact, from the middle of the Nineteenth 
Century it is the articles and images that beat out the rhythm of our daily lives. What takes form in 
the day-to-day rite of reading the newspaper is our relationship with the flowing of time and the 
events that take place in the world. Events that may become increasingly smaller and insignificant to 
the point of dissolving themselves in oblivion or those which - on the contrary - are transformed into 
the great epoch-making events which mark the passing and stages of history. The newspaper page 
of its day of publication suspended in midair by a flow of air in the work by Roman Signer in this way 
becomes both the conclusive point of this narrative and the beginning of a new one, the one that 
every day millions of people begin by reading the pages of a newspaper, hoping that this will finally 
be the day of good news. 

A compelling narrative in which there is the mixing of social analysis, existential reflection, political 
criticism, philosophical enquiry and ironic subversion that offers the visitor to the exhibition an 
unparalleled occasion for investigating the relations between the art and media of our own day: this 
is the reflection that "And Now the Good News" proposes. 

Selection of the artists on exhibit 

Hans Arp 
Alighiero Boetti 
John Baldessari 
Georges Braque 
Olaf Breuning 
Joseph Beuys 
Christo 
Alberto Giacometti 
Gilbert & George 
Ryan Gander 
Candida Höfer 
Alfredo Jaar 
On Kawara 
William Kentridge 
Jannis Kounellis 
Joseph Kosuth 
Barbara Kruger 

Robert Longo 
Olaf Metzel 
Joan Miró 
Vik Muniz 
Willem de Kooning 
Antoni Muntadas 
Sigmar Polke 
Richard Prince 
Robert Rauschenberg 
Kurt Schwitters 
Roman Signer 
Rirkrit Tiravanija 
Wolfgang Tillmans 
Rosemarie Trockel 
Kelley Walker 
Andy Warhol 
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A look at the Annette and Peter Nobel Collection 

Absolutely unique, the Collection comprises 1500 works which the Nobels have collected starting 
from the 1980s. A lawyer, law professor and head of his own law firm in Zurich which also concerns 
itself with jurisprudence applicable to the media and communication, Peter Nobel together with his 
wife, Annette, collect works that have the press as their common denominator. 
The Annette and Peter Nobel Collection has been published in two volumes entitled "Press Art" 
(Stämpfli Verlag), edited by Christoph Doswald: the first volume was published in 2010 while the 
second was published this year on the occasion of the exhibition housed at MASI in Lugano. 
Important and significative selections of works from the Nobel Collection were exhibited at the 
Centre Dürrenmatt in Neuchâtel in 2007 and again in 2010 at the Museum der Moderne in Salzburg 
and at the Kunstmuseum in St. Gallen. 

The catalogue 

The exhibition is accompanied by a catalogue of the same name published by Edizioni Casagrande 
containing the colour illustrations of all of the exhibited works, the critical texts of the two curators, 
Elio Schenini and Christoph Doswald, the texts of the French philosopher Jean Baudrillard and the 
Swiss artist Thomas Hirschhorn, and the preface by the Director of the Museum, Marco Franciolli. 

Opening event 

On Saturday 28 May the "And Now the Good News" exhibition will be inaugurated with an action by 
the Swiss artist Roman Signer which will be held in Piazza Bernardino Luini at 5.00 p.m. With its 
theme of the newspaper, this artistic action will be filmed and will come to form part of the exhibition.  

Educational activities 

Every Sunday at 3.00 p.m. the Museum will offer the chance of discovering the exhibition and the 
works on exhibit thanks to a gratuitous guided tour. Other activities and creative laboratories for 
children will be communicated during the period of the exhibition. 

Collaboration between art and media: a binding union 

Given the specific theme of art in relation to the mass media, during the exhibition a number of 
collaborations have been stipulated between the most important newspapers in both the Canton of 
Ticino and Italy. 

12 artists on the pages of the Corriere del Ticino 
Beginning from the first years of the Twentieth Century the newspaper has not only become a 
leading protagonist of many works of art but as is shown by a section of the exhibition it has also 
offered artists a new space by which to bring a larger public closer to their creations. From the 
1970s examples of artistic interventions published in the papers have multiplied practically 
everywhere. One of the first examples of this type of interaction was the project entitled "Press-Art" 
which Herbert Diestel carried out in the "National Zeitung" between 1972 and 1973, involving 52 
Swiss artists. In concomitance with the "And Now the Good News" exhibition the Corriere del Ticino 
daily newspaper, which is the media partner of this exhibition, is opening its pages to art, hosting a 
project ideated by Elio Schenini who is both a curator of this exhibition and of MASI. Every week, 
during the 12 weeks in which the exhibition is open to the public, a different artist will carry out an 
artistic intervention which will be published inside the newspaper. The intention of this project is to 
offer the artists a 'space' where in total freedom they can elaborate specific projects that 'hold a 
dialogue' with the structure and content of the newspaper, permitting the readers to approach and 
become involved in contemporary artistic production in a context which differs from the habitual art 
venue and situation. 
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The first of these interventions, by the Swiss artist Beni Bischof, will be published on Saturday 28 
May with the opening of the exhibition. The weeks that follow will feature artists such as Antoni 
Muntadas, Alberto Garutti, Alfredo Jaar and Daniele Buetti. 

Thomas Hirschhorn and "La Lettura" 
Another important initiative accompanying the exhibition will be in collaboration with "La Lettura", the 
cultural supplement of Corriere della Sera. The dialogue between art and information is something 
that "La Lettura" has believed in and proposed since its first number (13 November 2011), creating 
a journalistic formula which in its field is unique: every week the cover of the supplement is designed 
by a different artist. 

This experience is enriched by a new and special initiative: in concomitance with the exhibition "And 
Now the Good News" on Sunday 5 June "La Lettura" will have an insert expressly created by the 
Swiss artist Thomas Hirschhorn. A true 'artist's newspaper', the result of an idea by Elio Schenini, 
curator of the exhibition and of MASI. Schenini invited Hirschhorn, who is one of the most important 
artists on the international scene, to create an 'ad hoc' work for "La Lettura". Every day in the period 
from 1 to 16 May 2016 Hirschhorn created a collage by starting out from one or more images 
printed on the pages of the Corriere della Sera of that specific day. The artist 'borrowed' 
photographs, evidenced words and created unpredictable connections between news photographs, 
protagonists of events and people who appeared in advertisements in an unexpected - not to 
mention provocative - play of visual relations with the aim of inviting us to reflect regarding the sense 
of representation and the role of contemporary media. The insert of 16 pages with the reproductions 
of the works created by the artist will be included in the central part of the supplement and 
distributed free of charge. 
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MASI Lugano  
The Museo d’arte della Svizzera italiana, Lugano represents the arrival point for a deep-seated 
revision of the cultural policies that led to the merging of the Museo Cantonale d’Arte and the Museo 
d’Arte di Lugano in one single institution. The museum has two locations: LAC offers events and 
exhibitions aimed at delving deeper into twentieth-century and contemporary art and its collections, 
while at Palazzo Reali the focus is on the history of the art of this territory, and the valorization of 
specific groups of works in the collections. MASI Lugano’s main partner is Credit Suisse, thus 
confirming the institution’s historical commitment to art in Lugano. 

Current Exhibition 
The collection 
New Consonances. Works from the Museum’s Collections 
LAC, 27 February 2016 – 12 February 2017 

Future Exhibitions 
Paul Signac 
LAC, 3 September 2016 – 08 January 2017 

Antonio Calderara 
A Light Without Shadow 
LAC, 1 October 2016 – 22 January 2017 

Marco Scorti 
Manor Award Ticino 2016 
LAC, 19 November 2016 – 05 February 2017 
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Information  

Location  
LAC Lugano Arte e Cultura  
Piazza Bernardino Luini 6, 6901 Lugano  
+41 (0)58 866 4230  
info@masilugano.ch  
www.masilugano.ch  

Opening hours  
Tuesday, Wednesday and Sunday: 10:30 a.m. – 6 p.m.  
Thursday, Friday and Saturday: 10:30 a.m. – 8 p.m.  
Closed Mondays  

Admission  
The collection 
Free  

Temporary exhibitions 
Full: chf 15.-  
Reduced admission: chf 10.- (AVS/AI discount, over 65, groups, student aged 17-25)  
Free for children under 16, and the first Sunday of the month  

Guided Tours and educational activities  
+41 (0)58 866 4230  
lac.edu@lugano.ch  

Sponsor  

Credit Suisse, main partner of MASI Lugano 

Media partner 

Corriere del Ticino 

Press contacts  
LAC Lugano Arte e Cultura  
Ufficio comunicazione  
+41 (0)58 866 4214  
lac.comunicazione@lugano.ch  

Italy 
ddl+ Battage  
Alessandra de Antonellis  
+39 339 3637388  
alessandra.deantonellis@ddlstudio.net  

Margherita Baleni  
+39 347 4452374  
margherita.baleni@battage.net  

Press Kit and images 
The digital documents and images for press use can be downloaded from the following address: 
www.masilugano.ch/press 


