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Press release 
Lugano, Friday 10th March 2017 

The Museo d’arte della Svizzera italiana, in collaboration with the Centraal Museum of 
Utrecht, devotes a major monographic exhibition to the work of Craigie Horsfield, a British 
artist who has developed sometimes influential ideas of social relation and “slow” time as 
well as conducting outstanding research into the nature of the photographic image itself.  

Portraits, still lifes, as well as moments from everyday life, rites and ideas concerning society and 
individual being and relation are the recurring images in his work, explored by using innovative 
techniques that erase the boundaries between the various artistic disciplines. 

Indeed, photography is just one of the many overlapping genres in this artist’s output: starting from a 
negative, or a video still, Horsfield produces large-scale works made by using a surprisingly  wide 
range of techniques, such as tapestries and frescoes.  

The narrative structure of this exhibition evolves through a passage of attention focusing on 
Horsfield’s most emblematic works; these are often monumental works, for instance, the majestic 
tapestry devoted to the apocalyptic scene at Ground Zero, or the one depicting the Gulf of Naples in 
an ambiguous night-time vision. 

The remarkable trajectory that is brought about casts light on the relations that occur in between 
events that transpired in places and moments that are apparently far apart, between the people who 
took part in them and the viewers who are discovering the exhibition. 

The idea of relation (intended both as the connection between individuals and as a narrating, a 
recounting) lies at the very core of Horsfield’s work. In the projects he has produced specifically for 
this exhibition (as he has done over many years, throughout Europe, in Naples, Madrid or Barcelona 
to cite just a few examples) this is particularly manifest. According to Horsfield, a work of art is 
realized fully thanks to the active role played by the public: “What happens here is the recognition of 
a passage of understanding, of thoughtfulness and recognition, the sense of giving time and of 
profound attention to the world and to others, and to a deep present. […]These passages are 
sometimes fluent in their interrelationships and at other times angular and discordant, and there are 
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within the structure layer upon layer of association, quotation and allusion, within the works, within 
the narrative, and across history, history imagined as the deep present.” 

Soundwork 
Craigie Horsfield has made since the late 1960’s soundworks, structures of found sound and music, 
and here the exhibition itself is arranged like the movements of a musical composition. Alongside the 
tapestries, frescoes and prints the display also includes a new soundwork, an acoustic installation 
constructed and mixed with his lon time collaborator, the composer and musician Reinier Rietveld. 
This sound element exists in conversation with the other works and like them contributes to the 
elaboration of new and particular meanings. 

Portraits 
The exhibition includes a series of portraits made in Lugano at the beginning of the year expressly 
for the MASI. What prevails through these images is the exploration of the ways in which we 
understand each other and in which we exist together. At the same time the images testify to the 
particularity of the people who work together with the artist and their singular and unique being in 
the present, as recognized in the attention of the viewer, in thoughtfulness, sensibility and empathy. 

Catalogue 
The exhibition catalogue, edited by the artist himself, retraces and expands the themes and the 
structure of the exhibition. The publication includes texts by Bruno Fornari, Marco Franciolli, Craigie 
Horsfield and Nancy Princenthal as well as 172 colour images. 

Educational activities 
In addition to the free guided tours, numerous cultural activities have been organized for the duration 
of the exhibition aimed at enhancing the public’s enjoyment and turning the visit into an even richer 
emotional experience. The calendar of events can be viewed at www.edu.luganolac.ch. 

Exhibition Program 2017  
During the first half of the year, in addition to the monograph devoted to Craigie Horsfield, MASI 
Lugano presents the exhibition “Meret Oppenheim. Works in dialogue from Max Ernst to Mona 
Hatoum”, dedicated to one of the most famous artists of the twentieth century (12 February – 28 
May 2017), as well as the artistic explorations of two undisputed protagonists of post-war Italian art, 
Alighiero Boetti and Salvo (9 April – 27 August 2017). While the latter exhibition is being held, 
Spazio -1. Collezione Giancarlo e Danna Olgiati will host an exhibition whose aim is to document the 
artistic scene in Turin in the 1960s and 1970s (9 April – 23 July 2017). 
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MASI Lugano 

The Museo d’arte della Svizzera italiana, Lugano represents the arrival point for a deep-seated 
revision of the cultural policies that led to the merging of the Museo Cantonale d’Arte and the Museo 
d’Arte di Lugano in one single institution. The museum has two locations: LAC offers events and 
exhibitions aimed at delving deeper into twentieth-century and contemporary art and its collections, 
while at Palazzo Reali the focus is on the history of the art of this territory, and the valorization of 
specific groups of works in the collections. MASI Lugano’s main partner is Credit Suisse, thus 
confirming the institution’s historical commitment to art in Lugano. 

Current Exhibition 
Meret Oppenheim 
Works in dialogue from Max Ernst to Mona Hatoum 
LAC, until 28. May 2017 

Future Exhibitions 
Boetti – Salvo 
“Vivere lavorando giocando” 
LAC, 09 April – 27 August 2017 

At the same time: 
Torino 1966-1973 
Spazio -1. Collezione Giancarlo e Danna Olgiati, 09 April – 23 July 2017 
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Information  

Location  
LAC Lugano Arte e Cultura  
Piazza Bernardino Luini 6, 6901 Lugano  
+41 (0)58 866 4230  
info@masilugano.ch  
www.masilugano.ch  

Opening hours  
Tuesday - Sunday: 10:00 a.m. – 6 p.m.  
Thursday until 8 p.m.  
Closed Mondays  

Admission  
The collection 
Free  

Temporary exhibitions 
Full: chf 15.-  
Reduced admission: chf 10.- (AVS/AI discount, over 65, groups, student aged 17-25)  
Free for children under 16, and the first Sunday of the month  

Guided Tours and educational activities  
+41 (0)58 866 4230 
lac.edu@lugano.ch 

Main Partner MASI Lugano 

 

Press contacts 

LAC Lugano Arte e Cultura 
Ufficio comunicazione 
+41 (0)58 866 4214 
lac.comunicazione@lugano.ch 

Press Kit and images: the digital documents and images for press use can be downloaded from the 
following address www.masilugano.ch/press 
 


